
Homily for the Solemnity of the Birth of John the Baptist, June 24, 2018 

  
It is only every seven years or so that we celebrate this special feast day as the 
whole church on a Sunday.  I find it sort of fitting for us in our parish this 
weekend as I mark my last weekend with you and you prepare to receive a new 
pastor.  The story of the birth of John the Baptist presents us with a turning 
point in our ancestral faith story.  The people are “amazed” over his name and 
they ask who is this that he would not be given his father’s name, Zechariah, or 
the name of someone else in the family?  The angel tells Zechariah to name him 
John – it is a turning point, something new is happening.  Zechariah’s voice is 
silenced - until John is named.  St. Augustine wrote Zechariah’s “tongue is 
loosened because a voice is born.”  The voice is John who points the way and 
proclaims the good news of the coming of the Messiah, the Christ – and, 
ultimately, the forming of a new people to be called Christian. 
  
As people of faith, we believe that the Lord walks with us in the same way he 
walked with Zechariah and Elizabeth.  Though certainly not as dramatic, you and 
I are experiencing a turning point as well.  And change brings an opportunity to 
hear the voice of God in a new way.  God is sending St. Teresa’s a new voice in 
the form of a new pastor who will work with all of you to continue the 
proclamation of the Gospel in ways beyond words.  This parish is a strong 
presence in Carson City, through the individual work that you do and the 
collective work that you do.  We are not to be satisfied with the “status quo” in 
our faith lives – coming to church and going home - but are to be always looking 
to grow, to share the good news and to be a sign of hope for those who 
despair.  John the Baptist proclaims that the Light is coming into the world.  We 
are to embrace that Light for ourselves but also to proclaim it to all who may sit 
in darkness.  John the Baptist was a connector for his people, to point the way 
from what has been to what was to come – not a break, but a continuation.  As 
a new voice comes to St. Teresa’s the light may shine in new directions while 
also continuing to be a light in the many wonderful ways it is now.   
  
Change very often shakes things up a bit – and nothing changes the routine in 
one’s life more than the birth of a child.  Our God is a god of surprises.  
Zechariah and Elizabeth in their old-age were surprised and overjoyed at the 
birth of a child – and it no doubt changed everything for them.  Today we 
celebrate his birth as Church all over the world to remind us of the Word and 



Work of God in the world, “ever ancient, ever new” as St. Augustine put it.  
Through this celebration, may the Church be filled with a new joy, like Zechariah 
and Elizabeth, and may we always offer our lives in sacrifice and service, 
pointing the way to the Christ, the Light of the World. 
 


